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Remote-controlled aircraft show fills UNI-
Dome
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CEDAR FALLS, Iowa --- Some of the moves
seemed so delicate it could have been ballet.

But Kevin Walker managed hover, flip and roll
moves all with the use of only his thumbs.

At a remote-control aircraft show style points
matter, and Walker had all the skills to impress.

Walker was one of dozens of pilots to launch light
battery-powered aircraft inside the UNI-Dome
Saturday.

Most of the aircraft were made of foam,
affectionately called "foamies" by their owners. The
planes are powered by electric batteries, giving
pilots about five minutes of hard flying before they
need to be recharged.

Black Hawk RC Pilots, the local remote-control
flight club, sponsors the annual Expo event and
brings in enthusiasts from across Iowa and many
neighboring states.

Nathan Jones, 15, came to the show with his
family, who hail from Lewisburg, Kan. He flew a
hand-crafted foam plane that looked similar to
Superman, from the briefs and extended arms to
the cape flowing behind. Jones calls his creation
Phlatman.

"It's fun to mess around on sketch-up, but it's hard to finish it off and make it fly," Jones said.

He got Phlatman into the air and coaxed it into performing graceful barrel rolls. It encouraged the other
creators of more offbeat planes to take off as well. Phlatman was joined in the air by a pterodactyl, a
circle the owner referred to as a nut roll, and a flying pig.

Along the way there were also motorized kites made of nylon, balloon helicopters powered by air and a
cargo plane from which a little plastic man parachuted to the ground.

Walker said it's pretty easy, and inexpensive, to get the hang of flying the remote-control planes. The
Ankeny man mostly flies giant scale aircraft outdoors and even owns a company that builds such craft.
But once a year, he joins his dad, Mike Walker, to come back and fly the smaller craft.

"It's a lot of fun to come to the UNI-Dome. It's about the only place in the country where there is this
much space to fly," said the younger Walker.

His father had gotten him into remote-control flight back when Kevin was only 3 or 4 years old. Now the
elder Walker doesn't fly much anymore, either, but still looks forward to the UNI-Dome event. One of his
favorite parts is the end of the event, when flyers take planes they don't much care for and have aerial
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combat.

"I like a good midair (collision) once in a while," Mike Walker said.

The Expo continues today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Spectators will be admitted for $5, and pilots can
register at the site.
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